Short courses of antibiotics in selected febrile neutropenic patients.
To evaluate their policy of discontinuing broad spectrum antibiotics in patients with negative cultures who become afebrile but remain neutropenic, the authors retrospectively reviewed the charts of all pediatric patients diagnosed with cancer between 1980 and 1986. Two hundred seventy-one children had 385 admissions for infectious complications during the study period. In 39 of those episodes (9%), the patients had negative cultures, became afebrile, and were discharged with absolute neutrophil counts of less than 1000 cells/mm3 (mean 390 cells/mm3). They received relatively short courses of antibiotics with a median duration of 4 days. Only four of these patients became febrile during the followup period and there were no fatalities. Given the benign course of these patients, recommendations for prolonged antibiotic courses should be reconsidered.